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A Guide to the Archivés Groups

of the National Archives



A Guide to the Archival Groups of the National Archives of Myanmar

1.  With the introduction of New Administration in Myanmar, National Archives

Department was established on 15™ March 1972 and placed under the Ministry of

Planning and Finance. The Department is to preserve the records and archives, which

are valuable for historical, cultural, economic and administrative purposes and are

important assets for national identity and heritage.

2. The main archival groups of the institution are as follows:-

(HRG 1
(2)RG 2
(3)RG 3
(4)RG 4
(5)RG 5
(6)RG 6
(7)RG 7
(8) RG 8
(9)RG 9
 (10)RG 10
(1DRG 11
(12)RG 12
(13)RG 13
(14)RG 14
(15)RG 15
(16)RG 16

(7RG 17

(18)RG 18
(19RG 19
(20)RG 20

Pre — Independence Period

World War II

Post — Independence Period
Revolutionary Council

Revolutionary Government

Myanmar Socialist Lanzin Party

Pyithu Hluttaw

State Council 7
Conventions, Agreements and Contracts
Ministry of Home Affairs

Ministry of Planning and Finance
Office of the Prime Minister

Ministry of Transport and Communication

The State Law and Order Restoration Council

| Ministry of Foreign Affairs

- -Bgfder Areas and National Development Affairs Committee

Ministry of Culture
Ministry of Education

Ministry of Public Works

Ministry of National Planning and Economic Development
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(21)RG 21

National Convention

(22)RG 22 The State Peace and Development Council
(23)RG 23 Mirﬁstry of Information
(24)RG 24 Ministry of Energy
(25)RG 25 Ministry of Immigration and Population
(26)RG 26 Ministry of Commerce
(27)RG 27 Ministry of Hotel and Tourism
(28)RG 28 Attorney General Office
(29)RG 29 Records of the Union of the Republic of Myanmar
3. These Record Groups are arranged, according to the Archive principles and

‘generally classified in groups belonging to the agencies and organizations as

transferred to the institution. Some Record groups are organized according to the

historical period. A few gaps in some Record Groups are inevitable because some

-+ of these groups have been received as backlog collections which were not kept in

" accordance with the Recotd Management principles by the departments concerned.

4. Official publications of various Government institutions are also kept as print
Archives. |
~5. Microfilms, Microfiches, recorded tapes, photographs and movie films are of

historical values are also kept as non — paper Archives.

6. Within the main archival groups, series and sub — series are also divided as

follows: -

~ Record Group (1) Pre-Independence Period ( 1835 —1948)

Series No.
1.
2.

Name

~ Chief Secretary's office
Kachin State (1926 — 1948)
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3 Kayah State Nil
4 Karen State Nil
5 Chin State (1897 — 1948)
6. Sagaing Division (1936 — 1948)
7 Tenasserim Division
8 Pegu
9 Magwe
10. Mandalay
11. Mon State
12. Arakan State
13. Rangoon Division
14. Shan State
15. Irrawddy Division
(a) Henzada
(b) Maubin
(¢) Myaungmya
(d) Pyapon

(e) Bassein

-+ The creating agencies -of archival group (1) were the offices of Deputy
Cofnmissioners, Commissioners, Chief Commissioners and Chief Secretary to the
Government of British Burma. The period covered is from the year 1835 to 1948.
Most of the files of this group are case files of General Administration of the British
‘Government, which were transferred to the National Archives from the Foreign

Office.

7.. . Important records of the Records Group (1) series (1) are as tollows;
Records regarding |
-~ The laying down of the foundations of the British Administrative system in

Lower Burma.



- Negotiations between the British Govemmént and the Court of Ava to effect
a peace treaty at the end of the Second Anglo — Burmese War.
- Burmese resistance activities against the British after the Second Anglo —
Burmese War.
- Diplomatic interéourse between the British Administration in Lower Burma
and the Kingdom of Burma in Upper Burma.
- economic conditions of British Burma.
- uprising of the Myingoon and Myingondaing princes who assassinated the
Crow Prince Kanoung.
- - British preparations and plans for the Third Anglo - Burmese War.
- various resistance activities of important national elveaders.
- pacification period records.
- the last Burmese King Thibaw and his Royal family,
- Report on expeditions to the Kachin and North Eastern Frontier Areas to
- establish Administration in the area and to promote trade relations with
China,
- Burmese political activities and movements against British colonialism

culminating in the 1938 political upheaval.

8. . . Before 1948, General -Administration was under the control of the Governor
‘who was responsible to the secretary of state for Burma and ultimately to the
authority of the British Parliament. In 1948, when Burma became an independent
state, records of the office of the secretary of state for Burma were transferred to the
foreign office. Thus, Natioﬁal Archives Department received the records of the
British period from Foreign Office, which was also Prime Minister;s Office of that
period. Series 2 to 14 of Record Group (1) were group according to the names of the
States and Divisibns which had all along kept in safe custody of the Deputy

Commissioners' offices and now transferred the same to the National Archives.



9. = Within seriesl5, sub-series (a) (b) (c) & (d) are named according to the
townships, which transferred the British records to the National Archives
Department. Sub-series (e) is grouped under the name of Bassein Township. In this
group, records of the Commissioner's office and Deputy Commissioner's office of
Bassein are included. Records of the Commissioner’s office of Bassine were first
transferred to the Burma Historical Commission and later these were transferred to
- the National Archives Department. Records of the Deputy Commissioner's office of
Bassine Township were transferred to the National Archives Department by office of
the People's Council of Bassein Township. All these records are provided with sub-
- series within one Record Group. The British period records of Irrawaddy Division are
rich in source as well as in number. These are arrénged according to the divisions and
districts which reveal the whole picture of British administration within a division.
The Irrawaddy series covers such import subjects as how the colonization of the
Irrawaddy Delta by the British took place. The development of this division into a
‘major rice-producing region, therefore, the most revenue-yielding region was made
. possible by successful reclamation of swamps and marshes and by extensive
embankments as revealed.in these records. About the year 1924, "Bu" associations,
~ which reflect the national spirit, can be found in this collection. Proceedings of the
annual meeting of commissioners and heads of the Departments held at Maymyo can

also be found in this group.

10.  Records of Group (1) are mostly case files of General Administration of
central, Division and District levels of the British period. These consisted of principles,
regulations & decisions covering the administrative, political and economic purposes
and we can find many extra-ordinary regional records. (e.g. we find those records
relating to the British Administration, which existed in Chin Region until 10™ July
1943). Regarding the Tenasserin Region, we can find records relating to the culturing
of pearl_, bird nests trade, rubber plaritation and fisheries. From Magwe Division we

received records relating to the uprising of Sayasan in 1938.



11.. Record Group No2. regarded with the Japanese occupation period. Government

‘Gazette Vol.1 and 38 Military documents are grouped as Record Group 2 as follows:

Record Group (2) Second World War Period Records
(1942 -1945)

Series No Name
1. Burma Gazette
2. Military records
3. Lay Nat Tha Periodicals

The covering date of this group is from 1942 to 1945 and total number is (39).
Burma Gazette covers the period from September 1942 to March 1945 and Military
records are the documents of General Aung San as War Minister and U Ne Win as

Supreme Commander.

12. - +R.G (3) is the records of Post Independence period. These are received from
the 14 States and Divisions which were under the Deputy Commissioners of that
period. The names of the series are given according to the names of the States and
Divisions respectively. These records are case files, mostly of decisions and
instructions given to the commissioners and deputy commissioners from the central

Government.

Record Group ( 3) Post Independence Period ( 1948 — 1988 )

Series No. Name
- 1 Kachin State
2 Kayah State
3. | | Karen State
4 Chin State
5 Sagaing Division‘
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6. Tenasserim Division
7. Pegu Division

8. Magwe Division

9. Mandalay Division
10. Mon State

11. Arakan State

12. Rangoon Division
13. Shan State

14. | Irrawaddy Division

13..  Documents received from the late Cbuncilors of the Revélutionary Council
(1962 — 1974) namely General. San Yu, U Thaung Kyi, Dr. Hla Han, Dr. Mg Lwin,
Brigadier General Thaung Dan, Brigadier General Thaung Tin are grouped as Record
Group No.4 .

Record Group (4) Records of the Revolutionary Council
(1962 -1974)

Series No. Name
1. | Meeting minutes
2. Revolutionary Council Order and Notifications
3. Laws of Revolutionary Council (original)
4. Consulting body of the Revolutionary Council
5. Central Administrative Body of Kawthulay
6. National Unity Advisory Committee
7. Commission for drawing the State Constitution

of the Union of Burma
8. (a) The scrutiny Board of the Establishment of
Administration system of the Union of Burma

+(b) Committee for reorganization of Ministries



(©) Amendment Committee for payment of

Government employee

9. Economic Plan

10. Peoples' Account Examination Committee
11. Examination Board for Loss of Damage
12. Finance Committee

14.  Record Group No.4 is the Contribution of the Revolutionary Council in Burma
between 1962 and 1974. All of these are case files originated from the very beginning:
of the setting up of the organizations, proceedings, orders, laws, speeches, instructions,
examinations, proposals, report are included. These are therecords of economic, social

- and administrative activities of Revolutionary period.

15. Record Group No 5 includes (20) Record Series. These are case files of
respective. Ministries of the Revolutionary Government, Central Security and

Administrative Committee and Department of Revenue.

. - Record Group (5) Records of Revolutionary Government
(1962-1974)
Series No. , Name
1. (a) - Meeting of Responsible persons of

| Revolutionary Government. |
(b) Meeting Minutes

Trade Council |

Co-operative Council

Prime Minister's Office

Ministry of Defence

S

Ministry of National Planning
(a) Economic Committee

(b) Export Improvement Committee



7.
3.
9.

10.
11.
12,
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19:
20,

(c)

Long term National Economic Planning
Committee. 1
Ministry of Agriculture and Forest
Ministry of Mines

Ministry of Transport & Communication
Ministry of Trade

Ministry of Co- operative

Ministry of Constructions

Ministry of Education

Ministry of Health

Ministry of Information

Ministry of Culture

Ministry of Justice

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Central Security and Administrative Committee

‘Department of Revenue

16. Complete proceeding of the Revolutionary Government can be found in Record

Group No.5. In 1962 a new form of administration structure by the name of Security

and Administrative Committee was introduced and the old system of the bureaucratic

institutions of Commissioners, Deputy Commissioners, District & Township Officers

and Thugyis administration was abolished. Revolutionary Council Period of 1962-

1974 saw a full swing of Regional Development and National Planning Programmes.

A new State Constitution was adopted in 1974 and the details of the transfer of power

from the Revolutionary Council to the Pyithuhluttaw in accordance with the New

Constitution can be found in this Record Group.

17.  Record Group No.6 contains the records of Burma Socialist Lanzin Party duly

deposited by U San Yu and U Thaung Kyi who were party General Secretary and Joint

General Secretary respective of that organization.
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